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Role of nosocomial hospital transmission in acute hepatitis C: ReplyTo the Editor:
We agree with most of the comments made by Morin
and colleagues [1]. As we stated in our manuscript [2],
the inclusion of two HCV infection outbreaks and the
fact that most cases were referred to tertiary care centers
might certainly represent a bias in our cohort. Neverthe-
less, we believe that nosocomial HCV transmission oc-
curs in all regions, due to the fact that adherence to
universal precautions is not regularly stressed in health
care centers. If the authors exclude intravenous drug
abuse in their prospective study, nosocomial HCV
acquisition would be responsible of one-third of the
cases of acute hepatitis C. Thus, in patients who deny
drug abuse, nosocomial acquisition is most likely to be
the ﬁrst cause of acute HCV infection. With our article,
we wanted to stress the relevance of this mode of
transmission and the need for regular epidemiological0168-8278/$34.00  2008 Published by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of the Europ
doi:10.1016/j.jhep.2008.10.003investigations into cases where nosocomial HCV trans-
mission is suspected.
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